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FROM CIA 64108 



ECEIVED IN WASHINGTON AS IN 07449 


THE QUESTION OF A MILITARY COUP AGAINST THE 


90VERNMENT HAD BEEN DISCUSSED BY A COMMITTEE OF GENERALS HEADED 
BY GENERAL DUONG VAN HINH, AND THAT THEY ARE AGREED A COUP WILL 
TAKE PLACE WITHIN ONE WEEK. 

2. THE COMMITTEE OF GENERALS IN ADDITION TO GENERAL DUONG VAN 
MINH INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL PERSONALTIES! GENERAL LE 
.VAN KIM* GENERAL NGUYEN KHANH} GENERAL PHOM XUAN CHIEUj GENERAL 
NGUYEN NGOC LE| GENERAL TRAN TU OAI IS NOT A MEMBER OFTHE 
COMMITTEE BUT HAS INDICATED HE WILL COOPERATE. GENERAL TRAN VAN 
DON IS A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE BUT CANNOT ACT BECAUSE HE IS 

I 

SURROUNDED BY PERSONALTIES FROM THE PRESIDENCY WHO BLOCK 
EFFECTIVE ACTION ON HIS PART. 




SANITIZED 






3. THE 6ENERALS -WHO ARE NOT REPEAT NOT INCLUDED IN THE 
PLANNING AND WHO MUST BE NEUTRALIZED INCLUDE: GENERAL TON THAT 
DINH; GENERAL HUYNH CAN CAO. 

A. COLONEL L£ QUANG TUNG IS CONSIDERED A PRIMARY TARGET BY THE 
COUP COMMITTEE AND WILL BE DESTROYED TOGETHER WITH HIS ENTIRE 
ENCAMPMENT AS ONE OF THE FIRST ACTS OF THE COUP. 






6. VICE PRESIDENT NGUYEN N80C THO IS AWARE OF THE COUP 
PLANNING AND SUPPORTS IT. HE IS THE CHOICE OF THE GENERALS AS 
CIVILIAN LEADER OF THE SUCCEEDING GOVERNMENT 




7. THE GOVERNMENT TO BE FORMED AFTERTHE COUP WILL BE 
HEADED BY VICE PRESIDENT THO BUT WILL INCLUDE SOME MILITARY OFFICERS 
IN CABINET POSITIONS. THE GOVERNMENT WILL NOT REPEAT NOT BE A 

MILITARY GOVERNMENT OR JUNTA SINCE THE COUP COMMITTEE BELIEVES 

* 

THAT CIRCUMSTANCE WOULD LEAD TO INSTABILITY AS IS THE CASE IN 
KOREA AT PRESENT. 


THAT GENERAL MINH CANNOT REPEAT NOT MAKE CONTACT WITH ANY 

AMERICANS AT THE PRESENT TIME. AMERICANS SHOULD NOT REPEAT NOT 
TRY TO CONTACT GENERAL MINH. 




» • 1 * i * , * t # ♦ - * * • , ^ ♦ 7, • i «*•*.♦ 




M 


•»• ■ 


• L* 
■& 


u* 


REQUESTED THAT ALL OFFICIAL AMERICAN 


kedia cease all discussion of extension or cut-off of aid to 


VIETNAM. 


THE RECENT STATEMENTS ON THIS 


MATTER BY VOA HAVE BEEN CONFUSINS AND COULD HURT THE GENERALS’ 


CAUSE BY LEADING PEOPLE TO BELIEVE THAT THE U. S. WILL CONTINUE 
AID TO THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT REGARDLESS OF CIRCUMSTANCES. 


12. GENERAL KHANH CAME TO SAIGON ON NIGHT OF 2S AUGUST 


WITH THE COUP PLAN. 
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GENERAL XHANH IS IN COMPLETE AGREEME 


ASKED FOR AND RECEIVED ASSURANCE THAT THE 


U.S. WOULD DO ALL IN ITS POWER TO ASSIST THE FAMILIES OF THE 
GENERALS ENGAGED IN THE COUP PLOT IN THE EVENT OF ITS FAILURE. 


4200 




hof? f)1 R, £ wo 



t^IXTt nuilVii vn nxs r rm * • 





